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Knoxville, TN Code of Ordinances

2.2.6. - C-3 general commercial district.

A. General description. This commercial district is for personal and business services and general retail business.

Districts in this category are intended to include areas where commercial development has displaced or is

displacing residential development, or is moving in on vacant lands. Regulations are designed to guide future

change so as to discourage formation of future commercial slums, to preserve the carrying capacity of the

streets, and to provide for off-street parking and loading. It is not the intent of this district to encourage the

extension of existing strip commercial areas, but rather to provide concentrations of general commercial

activities.

B. Uses permitted. The following uses shall be permitted in the C-3 general commercial district:
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Retail establishments including incidental manufacturing of goods for sale at retail on the premises;
provided, however, that the space devoted to manufacturing does not exceed twenty (20) percent of the
gross floor area of the establishment; sale and display rooms and lots, not including yards for storage of
new or used building materials or yards for any scrap or salvage operations, or for storage or display of
any scrap, salvage, or secondhand materials.

Delicatessens and bakeries, eating and drinking establishments, brewpubs.

Automobile service and repair establishments, including gasoline service stations, automatic car washing
establishments, and repair garages; provided, however, that all major overhaul, body and fender work,
upholstering and welding shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building and all spray
painting, with the exception of minor touch-up with aerosol-type spray can of standard touch-up size,
shall be conducted within an approved spray booth and, provided further, that no outdoor storage of
automobile parts, discarded tires, or similar material shall be permitted. (See article V, section 11, for
gasoline service station requirements.)

Tire recapping or retreading within a completely enclosed building and with no outdoor storage of tires,
discarded rubber, or similar materials.

Personal service establishments, including barber and beauty shops, shoe repair shops, cleaning, dyeing,
laundry, pressing, dressmaking, tailoring and garment repair shops with processing on the premises,
Hotels, motels, rooming and boarding houses.

Indoor commercial recreational structures and uses, such as theaters, bowling alleys, poolrooms.
Commercial parking lots and garages.

Offices, studios, clinics and laboratories.

Financial institutions.

Private clubs and lodges.

Utility substations, easements, alleys and rights-of-way, and transportation easements, alleys, and rights-
of-way.

indoor pet services and veterinary establishments, provided that all animals shall be kept inside
soundproof air conditioned buildings.

Public buildings and grounds other than elementary schools.

Churches.

Business and vocational schools not involving operations of an industrial character,

Contractor's business offices such as building, electrical, paint or plumbing contractors, termite and pest
control service, wholesale and distributing centers, with all activities within a completely enclosed
building, except as provided below, designated as paragraph 22 [21].
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